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¦ǘŀƘΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ {ŀƭǘ [ŀƪŜ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ мфмрΦ 
Today, the Capitol Complex is comprised of 4 
buildings ς 3 of which are legislative.  In 2008, the 
legislative buildings ς the Historic Capitol, the Senate 
and House of Representatives Buildings ς were 
restored. These 3 buildings are connected by an 
underground tunnel system that is used by staff and 
elected officials.  The 4th building is a state office 
building that was not remodeled under this project 
and was kept to use as swing space.   
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Although 3 legislative buildings make up the Capitol 
complex, the newly restored Historic Capitol building 
is very large and houses legislators in leadership and 
committee chair posts. This leaves very few 
legislators in the outlying House of Representatives 
and Senate buildings, which keeps most members in 
close proximity to their chambers. The three 
buildings combined with the tunnels seem to 
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ǘŀƘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
part-ǘƛƳŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
time in the Capitol.   
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The property this complex sits on is open and 
without significant foliage.  They do not have a water 
table issue so the Capitol was easily expanded 
underground. During the restoration and expansion,  
ADA compliance issues were addressed, natural light 
was reintroduced, larger committee and hearing 
rooms were added, security and safety 
improvements were made, technology was 
upgraded, and iconic art was restored. 
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¦ǘŀƘΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ς  
the Historic Capitol, House Building, and Senate Building. 
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The Historic Capitol houses the offices of most legislators to 
promote easy access to chambers and committee rooms. 
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View from the Historic Building of the inner quad surrounded 
by the annex House Building (left), annex Senate Building 
(not pictured to the right), and the State Office Building. 

8 Assemblyman Ken Cooley Utah Capitol Visit 2017 



The State Office Building (right) houses departmental staff 
and was not renovated. It functioned as swing space during 

the Capitol Complex renovation and construction. 
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The original exterior artistry was painstakingly preserved. 
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Original works were preserved in different mediums. 
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The most prominent symbol throughout the Capitol Complex 
is the beehive, representing the  

industrious and collaborative nature of the bee.  
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5ŜŎƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ {ŀƭǘ [ŀƪŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 
were carefully restored.  
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A time capsule was extracted on the 100th Anniversary of 
ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ! ƴŜǿ ǘƛƳŜ ŎŀǇǎǳƭŜ ǿŀǎ άōǳǊƛŜŘέ ƛƴ ŀ 
pillar of the Historic Building during the renovation. 
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The Capitol grounds were designed with hospitality in mind. 
Views of the surrounding natural beauty can be seen from 
pathways that facilitate the flow of visitors to the Capitol. 
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The landscaping of the park is minimal to showcase the 
Capitol and its surroundings. Minimal monuments  

in the park leave a lot of open park space. 
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Seating areas with clear sight lines are located throughout  
the Capitol grounds for visiting guests.  
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Picnic tables provide seating for guests on the Capitol grounds. 
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Numerous paths on all sides lead to the buildings to 
promote safe and welcoming accessibility. 
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The bus zone is a school loading zone only with adjacent 
overflow parking. Guests enter the Capitol near dedicated 

space to promote education and civic engagement.   
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Huge ADA issues in the Historic Building  
had to be addressed. 
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ADA options now exist on all sides. 
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The Capitol was designed with security in mind.  
Public safety barriers are embedded  

in the landscape surrounding the complex.  
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Large reinforced concrete planters  
and signage are specifically placed near roadways 

 as barriers to vehicular threats.  
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Additional barriers at the bottom of the steps. 
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Berms and trees in the landscape provides added security. 
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Highway Patrol ensures security of the Capitol and grounds.  
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Employees park in an underground parking lot outside the 
perimeter foundation of the building.  
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5ŜŎƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ 
enter the Capitol.  
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Guests enter the Capitol through the main entrance.  
Staff and members enter the Capitol through alternative 

entrances, separating the work-a-day and visitor foot traffic.  
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Signs welcome visitors as they enter the Capitol.  
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Easily visible directories guide visitors.  
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Handsome exhibits draw guests into the Capitol  
on the first floor.  
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9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ¦ǘŀƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ  
promote civic engagement.  
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±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ¦ǘŀƘΩǎ  
άtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ IƻǳǎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ  

36 Assemblyman Ken Cooley Utah Capitol Visit 2017 



Interactive displays allow guests to learn about  
¦ǘŀƘΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ   
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Specific focus on activities for children. 
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Clearly marked signs guide foot traffic through the Capitol.  
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The use of symbolic details elevates the sense of significance 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΦέ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǊŜƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ 

beehive symbol can be seen throughout.  
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The Utah State Seal welcomes visitors as they walk the halls.  
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Decorative railings with the beehive symbol  
throughout the Capitol.  
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Sightlines from the rotunda invite discovery of the large 
building and the artistry that was painstakingly restored.  
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Decorative statues surround the first floor of the rotunda. 
άLƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘέ όƭŜŦǘύ ŀƴŘ  
ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅέ όǊƛƎƘǘύΦ   
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Rotating art exhibits can be seen throughout the Capitol.  
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Large skylights were installed to flood natural light into the 
Historic Capitol.  
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Panels on the floor allow natural light from the skylights  
to reach the floors below.  
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Decorative signs at the entrance to House and Senate 
/ƘŀƳōŜǊǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ¦ǘŀƘΩǎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ 
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