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Austin, TexafLCapitol Renewal
Observations from my visit of November-16, 2015
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Completed in 1888, the Texas Capitol building reflected great pride on its
state but despite the beauty of its historic elements, the campus it is part
of had suffered from the passage of time and was not watlapted to

the contemporary needs of an efficient and productive government.

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX 5
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Seeking 2% Century productivity while maintaining vital
collegiality, Texas reenvisioned their Capitol campus to fit in
new, modern legislative offices, hearing rooms and other
modern working areas with easy and alMeather access to
the 1888 Capitol working spaces and historic Chambers.

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Expanded View of Texas Capitol Campus Area

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned 4
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Many Issues Forced the Facilities Conversations
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned



Among Key Considerations Were:

Overcrowdirg (4x design capacity) led to
substandard space use, inefficiencies and
interference with work flow and with
essential safe evacuation plans/exits.

Extensive code deficiencigelated to old
wiring, construction techniques.

Reexamination of Safety basicSpotty
fire detection and alarm systems.

Critical Structures Reviewevealed
instances of key structural elements not
sufficiently shielded from fire damage.

Fire Progression HazardSevere fire
containment deficiencies in working
spaces, ceilings and similar areas impaired
a0 NHzOO dzZNB Qa oAt AGe
fire and keep it from critical areas.

Due Care ExanTo what degree had
structural and building admin changes
compromised safe egress of common day
population loads.
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Red Flagskepeated violations of structural
integrity caused by building modifications.

Facility inefficienciegied to loading and
unloading of supplies and cargo at a loading
dock not welsuited to the array and
frequency of modern supply and livery

activity.

Lack of updated Americans With Disabilities
Act accesand reasonable accommodation
RSaAA3Iy StSYSyida I LILNE
seat of government.

Estimated hourly BTU los# 1,000,000
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systems and window design and age
assqaciatey pefigieRc®s. 5 LINS I R 2 ¥
Deteriorated water, sewer and drain lines
Water intrusion structural damage from leaks
and water entry into the structure.
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Dallas Morning News, Sunday March 14, 1993

On the north side of the State Capitol, beneath the old parking lot, stretches a new $64 million wing that is

larger than the Capitol itself, and that faithfully repeats many of its proportions and details. "Everything we did
KFa a42YS8 Iylf232dza StSYSyid Ay GKS /L LAG2f ¢ SELIX |
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX -
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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contains 661,000 feet of space, twice
the amount of the Capitol, divided
equally between offices and a parking
garage for 681 cars. There are 16
committee rooms, an auditorium, a
bookstore and a cafeteria. Security
minded tunnels tie adjacent state
offices to the extension and the 1888
Capitol.

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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The Austin Effort Preserved Texas Capitol Sightlines

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned



CAPITOL

ANN E X
PROJECT

Viewing Capitol from Capitol Extension Side

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Another View From Capitol Extension

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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New Design Elements Echo the Older

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned =
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Rotunda View 1888

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Rotunda View 1993 Extension

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Rotunda View 1993 Extension

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Rotunda View 1993 Extension

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Pedestrian Gallery Rotunda Tying
1888 Capitol to the New 1993 Wing

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned o
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Triangular Rooftog&dazing in 1888 Capitol

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Low-Profile Light Galleries

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned 19
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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New Light Galleries Viewed From Below

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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For Improvedrunction, New Wing
Offers Updated Hearing Rooms Plus a
New Legislative Auditorium Space
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Legislative Conference Center

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Legislative Conference Center

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Many Updated Hearing Rooms Convenient to
Member and Committee Office Spaces

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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New Hearing Room

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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New Small Hearing Room

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Many Committee Offices Were Centralized Near
Member Offices, Hearing Rooms

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned 28



HOUSE COMMITTEE ON

Government
Transparency
&
Operations

11/15/2015 18:19

Government Transparency & Operations Committee

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned 29
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The New Wing Has Echoes of the Old

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned 30
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Contemporary Interpretations

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned sl
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Attractive and Imposing Galleries

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned

33



CAPITOL
ANNEX
PROJECT

Oak Wainscoting

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Distinctive Finishes

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Modern Functionality, Historic Elegance

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Handsome Public Areas

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Texas Uses Technology as Part of Its
Public Participation

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned 39
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned

40



CAPITOL
ANN E X
PROJECT

TRATION

IMPORTANT

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Witness SigAn Kiosks In Former Telephone Bays

Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX

ReVisioning Lessons Learned 42



Attractive Member Suites Integrate
Updated Technology & Practice
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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Assemblyman Cooley Austin, TX
ReVisioning Lessons Learned
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